
Tsunami’s are devastating natural disasters. They can 

happen at any time of the day or night. Tsunami’s have 

massive wave lengths that can get up to 500m wide. 

The most likely place for a tsunami to hit is the Pacific 

Ocean but there are lots of other places that can get hit 

by tsunamis. Those places are normally on a coastline. 

 

Why tsunami’s 

happen?  

Tsunamis are caused by a series of 

water waves which are generated 

by a large body of water which is 

displaced.  The ways for a 

tsunami to start is an 

earthquake, volcanic eruption or 

landslide. It starts by two 

tectonic plates rubbing against 

each other or over lapping each 

other. Once a tsunami is 

generated is about one_ two metres high but as it 

moves into the shallow water it gets up to ten metres 

high. This is when the most damage is caused. 

Especially when they move 700km per hour. 



 

Where do tsunamis 

happen? 

Tsunamis happen in the 

middle of a large lake or 

ocean. They are very 

common around the 

outskirts of the Pacific 

Ocean Indian Ocean, Atlantic 

Ocean and even smaller seas too. Tsunamis normally 

only affect coastlines such as Japan, The Philippines, 

South America and the Pacific Islands.  All these 

countries are regularly hit such as Japan who have 

been hit 200 times so far. Normally any coastline is in 

danger of being hit by a tsunami. 

 

Famous tsunamis 

One of the most recent, 

famous tsunami was the 2004 

Indian Ocean tsunami. It 

killed 230,000 people from 

fourteen different countries, 

bordering the Indian Ocean. It 

was so massive because it hit 

all fourteen countries at the 

same time. Other deadly tsunamis were the 1868 

tsunami in the east Pacific Ocean, Sunda strait 

tsunami in 1883, 1755 the Atlantic Ocean was hit 

by a tsunami, Mediterranean ocean 1908, Phiseo 1826 

and Phillo sea in 1707. 

http://www.ga.gov.au/servlet/BigObjFileManager?bigobjid=GA9458


 

What damage do Tsunamis cause? 

The most damage is caused when a tsunami grows from 

being 1-2 metres high out at sea to when the tsunami 

hits shallow water growing in height to 10 metres 

high. Tsunamis cause massive amounts of damage. 

Everything and everyone around the tsunami is 

affected. Marine animals get drowned by the force of 

the waves or get washed up onto shore and left to die. 

Plants get killed by the salt of the sea and the natural 

environment is damaged. Water becomes undrinkable 

for the people and animals. The food and crops get 

washed away. A lot of the people are killed by 

spreading of diseases after the disaster but also during 

the disaster. The lack of food and clean water is 

another cause of death. 

 

Who watches 

tsunamis? 

The Australian government has 

a program that detects tsunamis 

in Australia. If green comes up 

around Australia it means there 

is no threat at all of a tsunami 

happening. Yellow means you 

need to be on the watch. Blue 

means there’s a marine warning. 

Red means there is a land warning of a tsunami hitting 

land. Lastly green means don’t worry the tsunami has 

moved away. This centre helps us know if we are in 

danger of being hit by a tsunami. 



 

There is nothing we can do to stop tsunamis but we can 

still do things to prevent and protect ourselves from 

being hurt. Also making buildings stronger to 

withstand the powerful winds and water. Having 

centres that warn us if a tsunami is coming, which 

Australia does have. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Glossary 
Displaced- Is where someone or something is 

  Forced to move to a new area away from their home 

 

Natural disaster-a natural disaster is a disaster 

such as a flood an earthquake, cyclone or bushfire 

which is made naturally not made man made by a 

human 

 

Tectonic plates-Are massive plates under the 

earth’s crust, which are as big as countries or bigger 

 

Tsunami-Is a natural disaster generated by an 

earthquake, volcanic eruption or landslide. It is a 

massive wave that gets up to ten metres high and is 

very dangerous 

 

Withstand-To stay strong and stand up and not fall 

down 
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