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Burwood Heights Primary School’s goal is to educate the whole child.
Our students are at the heart of everything we do.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
2021 SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS
I congratulate the following personnel on being elected to the Burwood Heights Primary
School and Kindergarten School Council for 2021.
Parent Member Group
Mr. James Bartram
Mr. Tom Baeppler
Mrs. Kate Campbell
Mr. Marc de Run
Mrs. Cara Fowler
Mrs. Danielle Luscombe
Mrs. Zoe Mallen
Mrs. Julie Morrow
Ms. Nina Sandt
Ms. Nancy Stephan

DET Member Category
Ms Nicole Blanchard
Mrs Fran Mason
Mrs Rebekah Volz \
Mrs Jennifer Whiteoak
Mrs Esther Wood (ex-officio)

Phone: 9803 8311
Website: www.burwoodhps.vic.edu.au
Email: burwood.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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I congratulate our 2021 School Councillors once again and eagerly look forward to a very
progressive year, where we work together to ensure all students have the best learning and
teaching environment possible at Burwood Heights Primary School and Kindergarten.

UPDATED STUDENT AND FAMILY INFORMATION REQUIRED
In order to ensure all our information about each student and family, schools annually ask
parents to update their child’s Student Information Details. This will be forwarded to all
families.
It is most important that you notify the school if there are changes to your work
situation, family situation, emergency contact numbers, medical information and that
all contact details are correct. This may be updated at different times throughout the
school year.

WHAT’S ON IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS (AS WELL AS THOSE POSTPONED)

On Monday 8th February, the first community gathering was to be held in our wonderful
Garden Annex, where it was planned that our Prep students and their families and friends
would enjoy the opportunity to come on-site and meet with other parents and their children.
Unfortunately this was not possible due to the re-introduction of restrictions for schools. As
soon as this is permitted, we will definitely hold the Welcome Barbeque for Preps.
Other barbeques planned but temporarily postponed until further notice are:
Junior School Monday 15th February
Middle School Monday 22nd February
Senior School Monday 1st March
Kindergarten Monday 15th March
You will be contacted through Class Dojo when these will go ahead. I do thank you for
your understanding in this matter.

INFORMATION NIGHTS – HELD VIRTUALLY
Thank you to all the parents who have attended the Information Nights this week. The last
one will be held tonight for the Senior School families. Such nights are deemed very
important as this is when staff are able to explain the curriculum that will be covered; outline
the expectations for students and parents as well as other relevant information.
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HOUSE ATHLETICS

The House Athletics (Field and track events) will be held on Wednesday 24th February, at
the Bill Sewart Athletics Track, Burwood. Middle and Senior School students will represent
their particular House in the athletics competition. Students are having daily training in all
track and field events currently.
At this stage parents are not permitted at the track as we would not be able to fully
comply with the requirements of the Department.

ENTERING AND EXITING THE SCHOOL

I sincerely thank you all for the orderly and prompt manner in which you assist your child to
enter and exit the school. I know we all look forward to being able to allow parents and
visitors on-site this year, but until such time we have to be patient.
I do ask that consideration is given to Bob, the Crossing Supervisor, in discharging his duties,
by not crowding him and by crossing the road according to his directions.

REPORT ON THE SCHOOL LEADERS’ FORUM – 2021

The day started off quite…..strangely, as on Friday 29th January, it was the Leaders’ Forum
Day!
All the Grade Six students went inside to 5/6M’s classroom to learn about their roles and
what to do. All the Senior School teachers were there and Mr Rhyder. We all learnt what
defines a good leader, and who to talk to when managing things.
The Grade Six students stayed until 6.00pm! Don’t worry, there was plenty of pizza to share
around (also accompanied by a drink).
Zahra K (School Captain)

May, 20
COMMUNITY INFORMATION – FAMILY VIOLENCE
While many families will have enjoyed a welcome break and celebrations over the holiday
period, for some families the stress has continued during this period.
Last year was extremely challenging for many people, as a result of bushfires and the
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. Many families experienced additional pressures
including job loss, financial or housing stress, managing remote learning or working, and
extended periods of social isolation.
I have included the services that are available to families and those who might need or want
to seek help.











Safe Steps — Victoria’s state-wide family violence support service, available 24
hours a day, seven days a week. Live online chat is also available weekdays from
9am to 9pm.
1800 Respect — provides family violence and sexual assault counselling and is
available via telephone or online chat, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
The What’s ok at home? Website — provides information on family violence to
children and young people aged 10–17 years old as well as information for adult allies
looking to support the safety of children and young people.
Kids Helpline — provides counselling support service for young people aged 5–25
years old and for parents, available 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Parentline Victoria — provides parenting counselling support service 8am to
midnight, seven days a week, including support for parents experiencing family
violence.
The Lookout website — provides state-wide information on family violence and local
services across Victoria.
Headspace — provides tailored and holistic mental health support from
9am to 1am, seven days a week, to young people aged 12–25 years old. The website
also provides resources and a local directory for headspace centres.

If you require further assistance or support, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Esther Wood

HOW DO WE KEEP OUR STUDENTS SAFE WHEN USING THE INTERNET?

The impact of the internet on education is not straightforward. There is little argument that
the internet is a valuable tool for students, providing easy access to a wide range of materials
for homework and research. It serves as a teacher to students from where you can ask
anything and it will answer you, as well as it can be used to quickly gain information and

May, 20
knowledge on almost everything. The internet is important because it gives access to both
students and educators to vast educational resources. It provides students of any age with the
ability to collaborate with others and answer questions they cannot answer on their own.
As with any tool there are some inherent risks to students using the internet. I offer the
following information with the intent of raising awareness of some strategies that can be used
by us all to counter these risks.
The Department has clear guidelines on Acceptable Use for staff, students and parents, with a
written agreement between students, parents and the school to abide by the conditions in the
agreement, which we ask all parents to sign. We are doing everything possible to ensure our
students are not exposed to inappropriate material online
Given the recent publicity about detection and cyber-predators, we all have a part to play in
keeping our students safe. At home, parents can take the following steps to ensure their
children’s online experiences are safe and pleasant:
1
2

3
4
5
6

Remind your child that people online may not be who they say they are.
Remind children that identifying information also includes school, year group,
hair colour, suburb, sporting team and picture. Children need to be aware that any
information they post on the Internet is public and difficult to remove.
It is helpful to keep the computer in a public area at home, so you can keep an eye
on what’s going on.
Reinforce safety messages and continue to remind children of the need to protect
their privacy.
Encourage them to log out of a chat session if it becomes unpleasant or
uncomfortable, and to speak with a parent or trusted adult when these issues arise.
Specifically, they should not give out personal information such as name, address,
telephone number (including mobile phones), and should check profiles to ensure
the information there doesn’t identify them.

Report inappropriate behaviour or material; e.g. call the police, contact your Internet or chat
room provider, or contact the Virtual Global Task Force
(http://www.virtualglobaltaskforce.com/reprt_abuse.html)
To report inappropriate behaviour or material you can call Crime Stoppers: 1800 333 000

NOVEL CORONVIRUS REMINDERS

I remind the community that we have to continue to be alert to the potential spread of Novel
Coronavirus. We can all do much to protect ourselves by practising good hand hygiene and
respiratory hygiene. Here are some tips that everyone at our school and kindergarten should
follow:
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Cover your mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing with a tissue, or cough into
your elbow.
Dispose of the tissue into a bin and then wash your hands afterwards.
Wash your hands regularly, after using the toilet, and before eating.
Abide by the social distancing guidelines.
Wearing of masks when social distancing is not possible (indoors and out-of-doors.)
Remember to sanitize hands before and after an activity (shopping; in clothing stores,
entering buildings)

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSION FUND (CSEF)
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to
attend activities like school camps or trips, swimming and school-organized sport programs,
outdoor education programs and excursions and incursions.
Payments for 2021 are $125.00 for eligible primary school students and $225.00 for eligible
secondary school students. The payment is made directly to the school.
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card such as:
 Veterans Affairs Gold Card
 Centrelink Health Card
 Pensioners Concession Card and Temporary Foster Parents are eligible to apply.
If you received CSEF at the school in 2020 (and the student/s are still enrolled in 2021), the
CSEF system will automatically perform a validation check against Centrelink's database to
check your eligibility to the concession card on 28th January 2021.
If you did not receive the CSEF at the school in 2020, you will need to complete an
application form in 2021. We are able to accept and process applications up until the end of
Term Two .The CSEF system will automatically do a validation check against Centrelink’s
database to check your eligibility to the concession card on 28th January 2021. The office will
be required to copy or sight your concession card to make sure your name and Centrelink
Reference Number (CRN) matches the Centrelink database if this is your first year in the
system. Don’t hesitate to contact the office if you require any further information
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Congratulations to the following students who will receive an award at
assembly on Friday 19th February:
Prep K

Zac Karim and Claire Qi

Prep M

Hannah Henderson and Isaiah Bradac

Prep S

Zachary Mimura and Jonah Atkins

1/2D

Alvis Yu

1/2L

Sadheesha Gunasekara and Pavneet Singh

1/2R

Hamsa Aljazaari and Bill Chen

1/2S

Neriah Biju and Raffi Atkins

1/2W

William Xi and Selena Chen

3/4A

Vincent Cordeiro and Isabel Luscombe

3/4M

Jed Psaltopoulos and Jasmine Thao

3/4S

Daniel Yang and Zara Fang

3/4W

Coco Lu and Max Hwang

5/6B

Emily Thorburn and Alexander Bianchin

5/6F

Asiya Patel and Beatrice Tran

5/6M

Josie Mander and Damien Le

5/6P

Zachary Faizal and Tilly Benson

5/6S

Georgia Tsiagalos and Lewis Aisbett

Spotlight On…
1/2S!
Students in 1/2S began the year
by completing an ‘All About Me’
activity, where they shared fun
facts about themselves. It was so
much fun!

IN 2021, FOOTBALL IS BACK!
Girls and Boys, come and join
the Blackburn Football Club.
Register this
Sunday,
February 7,
11am-2pm
Morton Park,
Blackburn

Blackburn Football Club, the family club
is one of the largest clubs in the EFL, with over 500 girls and
boys playing football from Under 8 for Boys (Born 2013)
and Under 10 for Girls (Born 2012)

To Register to play in 2021:

https://blackburnfc.com.au/bjfc-registrations-now-open/
or please email us at registrar.junior@blackburnfc.com.au

Hook-in-2-Hockey 2021
Sessions
Sessions all run for 1 hour and will run 9.30 to 10.30am on Sundays, and 5.30pm
to 6.30pm on Fridays – dates as follows;
 Friday February 19th - free session come and try
 Sunday February 21st – Free session + Brumbies membership info day!!
 Friday February 26th
 Sunday February 28th
 Friday March 12th
 Sunday March 14th
 Friday March 19th
 Sunday March 21st
 Friday March 26th
 Sunday March 28th
Cost

$60 and includes a stick pack (stick, shin guard, ball, vest and back pack)

Bring

Mouthguard – chemist or sportshop bought are fine for starters
Long/Footy socks
Runners
Water bottle

Sticks and shinguards are available to borrow for sessions
Stick packs are available after registration with Hockey Australia and will be
sent directly to your home
Registration
Register at : http://hookin2hockey.com.au/program-finder/ just
enter your postcode and select KBH Brumbies!
Or via the Brumbies website under the Juniors tab –
www.kbhbrumbies.org.au
Or click on this QR code to expression of interest form and someone
from the Brumbies will be in touch.

