
 

Guidance for Parents / Expectations during Distance Learning 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians,                                   

The school has prepared the following guidelines to ensure that teaching and 

learning continues as effectively as possible during the school closure. 

We understand that internet access will not always be possible, so teachers have 

provided alternative activities for students where possible. 

Please note. As a school, we advise you to do as much or as little with your children 

as you like. It is equally as important to spend quality family time together, and keep 

a calm and relaxed household under the current circumstances. 

Home Learning Environment: We recommend you set up a home learning 

environment if possible. One of the most important things you can do for your child 

and yourself is to form a routine early. While you may (and probably will) encounter 

some resistance at first, your children will quickly get used to the expectation that, 

for example, they play independently after lessons or between lessons, while you get 

some work done.  

Keeping a routine: Remember that children’s sense of time can be very different to 

adults. Keeping a checklist on the fridge is a helpful way for child to keep track of 

time in their day. 

Getting ready: Firstly, prepare an area for each child to work, such as an unused 

corner, or the dining table. It is easier if all children in the family are working at the 

same time to provide a sense of calm and consistency. Ensure they are organised 

with a pencil case, stationery and the work they need for the day. Teachers 

encouraged students to bring their pencil cases and homework books home for this 

purpose last Monday. Please contact the school if you need assistance with 

supplies. 

Considerations: It will be important for each family to consider what will work for 

them. For example, there may be a need to prioritise time on the family computer 

for older students, who may be studying for exams, or parents may also be working 

from home and need access to the internet. 

Be flexible. This is a great opportunity for children to 

practise choosing what they would like to work on 

themselves, and to experience the deep concentration 

that follows. If they are in the process of building a super 

Lego model, allow them to continue and complete the 

given work task later. Do not forget how much learning 

comes from play.   

 

 



 Set work that is provided to students on a weekly basis, following the whole school 

timetable. 

 

 All work will be set by the class teacher and provided to students and parents 

through Class Dojo. This week parents can collect hard copy work from the school 

on Wednesday 15th April. Work will then be able to be collected each fortnight on 

the Monday (Monday 27th April, Monday 11th May and Monday 25th May). Packs 

can be collected from the ‘Kiss and Go Zone’ located at the front of the school 

on Hawthorn Road between 10:00 – 11:00am and 2:00 – 3:00pm. Staff will 

distribute the work while you remain in your car. Please inform your child’s class 

teacher if you require a hard copy work pack by the Wednesday before the 

collection date. 

 

 If possible, parents and students should look at the work for each day early in the 

morning and plan what needs to be completed.  

 

 Students and parents may use the Class Dojo to send messages to their teacher 

to ask questions about the work when needed. Teachers will reply within 48 hours. 

Teachers who are not on site at school will be available to communicate from 

8:30am – 4:00pm on days that they work. 

 

 We will provide a timetable with blocks of time for Literacy, Numeracy, Unit of 

Inquiry and specialist subjects. Please use the timetable provided, to assist your 

family to structure the home school day, so that students know what to expect 

and what work they need to complete if possible. Once again, it is up to families 

to do as much or as little as they like. 

 

 Time allocation: Please feel free to adjust the sessions as needed. 

Recommendations to make life easier. Encourage your child/children to: 

 Get up for school as usual and get dressed ready for work. 

 

 Check the timetable and organise the day’s work from the choices given by 

teachers. 

 

 Carefully complete work requirements. Students can complete work in exercise 

books/on paper (or in digital form if preferred e.g. take a photo). Remember to 

date all work. 

 

 Collect all work, either in exercise books, or a folder, and save it to bring back to 

school. 

The school will continue to communicate with families as needed, and parents will 

be able to communicate with teachers through Class Dojo.  

We are currently in a state of continual change. We will inform you of any updates 

as we receive them. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Esther Wood 

Principal 



 


