
 

  
 
 

                                     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Issue 16 

Thursday 7th October, 2021 

Burwood Heights Primary School’s goal is to educate the whole child.  

Our students are at the heart of everything we do. 

Phone: 9803 8311   

Website: www.burwoodhps.vic.edu.au 

Email: burwood.heights.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

WEDNESDAY  13TH OCTOBER WACKY HAIR DAY 

MONDAY 18TH OCTOBER SCHOOL COUNCIL 

TUESDAY 2ND NOVEMBER MELBOURNE CUP PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

MONDAY AND 

WEDNESDAY  
15TH NOVEMBER 

17TH NOVEMBER 

SSCHOOL COUNCIL SUB-COMMITTEE 

MEETINGS 

MONDAY 22ND NOVEMBER SCHOOL COUNCIL 

TUESDAY 7TH DECEMBER YEAR SEVEN ORIENTATION 

FRIDAY 10TH DECEMBER REPORTS TO PARENTS 

MONDAY 13TH DECEMBER GRADUATION 

THURSDAY 16TH DECEMBER END OF YEAR. DISMISSAL AT 1.30PM 

FRIDAY 17TH DECEMBER CURRICULUM DAY  

MONDAY 31ST JANUARY 2022 SCHOOL YEAR COMMENCES 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

 

WELCOME BACK TO TERM FOUR 

 

 

Term Three wasn’t what we wanted or planned, as I’m sure that you would all agree. The good 

news is that Australia is surging towards the set vaccination targets, which means the current 

restrictions will be eased and allow us the freedoms we cherish as families. 

 

The unexpected earthquake on Wednesday 22nd September, which caused strong ground 

motion that was widely felt across Victorian and New South Wales, was a reminder that some 

things are beyond our control. This is something we have learnt over the last eighteen months.   

There is light at the end of the remote learning tunnel, so we need to continue to be patient 

and take heed from those charged with the authority to keep the community safe. I do once 

again thank you for the efforts you have made to support your children, to stay connected 

and, when things become tough, to overcome the challenges during this period of uncertainty. 

 

http://junior1.cumbresblogs.com/2014/08/02/502/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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TERM FOUR 2021 AND TERM ONE, 2022 

 

The importance of face-to-face instruction is considerable, and this has been of concern to 

many parents and educators who share this common worry during this time of remote 

learning. The concern is that students will return to school with lower achievement as well as 

the gap between high-and-low achieving students being larger. 

 

Teachers have been superb is adapting content for an on-line platform, whilst parents have 

juggled their work commitments with caring for, and educating, their own children.  

. 

All students will be assessed in English and Mathematics to determine valid data of learning, 

which will inform future planning and support the differentiation of learning tasks. In 2022 a 

designated support staff member will support students who are academically behind and 

further differentiate instruction to ensure the learning achievement gap between students is 

addressed. 

 

Please refer to previous correspondence regarding your child’s attendance days at school, 

prior to all resuming on 5th November. Teachers have published on Class Dojo your child’s 

attendance days in an easy-to-read timetable. 

 

 

 

 

SOME IDEAS TO HELP YOUR CHILD SPELL  

 

Parents know that helping children learn to spell can be a long and difficult process. Because 

a lot of the work of spelling is memorization, younger children especially can quickly 

become bored and distracted. To help your child learn to spell well and even love to learn to 

love studying their spelling words, it’s a good idea to know how to make spelling fun. Here 

are five ways you can keep your child engaged and help them improve their spelling skills. 

 

 Incorporate spelling into everyday activities. At the supermarket, ask your child to 

write the shopping list, with you dictating the items you wish to purchase and then 

correct their spelling once they have finished the list.  

 When in the car, ask your child to spell words. (Ones you know they have learnt at 

school is a good start.) 

 Play spelling-centered games like Scrabble and Hangman. 

 Encourage your child to read. There is a strong link between reading and spelling 

skills. When a child reads. They are seeing words spelled correctly, and the image and 

information is stored unconsciously in their brain. 

 Encourage your child to write. If you link several areas of your brain together with 

incorporating visual, physical, and spoken elements, you will make a stronger 

connection and a long-lasting memory. Children are naturally creative, and you can 

ask them to use that creativity to write short stories using their spelling words. By 

illustrating the story with drawings, they will increase their chances of remembering 

the word. 

 

With your help, your child will learn to spell – and they will remember the fun as well as the 

words! 
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CLASS FORMATION 2022. 

 

The process for student placement for 2022 has commenced. We aim to have well-balanced 

classes of students that consider each student’s social, emotional, and academic development 

and friendship groups.  Class compositions are based on Level groups (Prep; Junior School – 

Years One and Two; Middle School – Year Three and Four, and Senior School – Years Five 

and Six.) 

We endeavour to make the optimum use of prior knowledge of teachers, parents and others 

have of each student prior to class placement. This is a lengthy process and entails much 

discussion and sharing of information between staff. If there is any information you consider 

important for the school to be aware of, please put it in writing and return to me before 

Friday 22nd October. There will be no class considerations after this date. 

 

 

 

ROCK BOTTOM – SCHOOL MUSICAL PRODUCTION UPDATE 

 

 

 

It is with considerable disappointment that I inform you that our wonderful school 

production “Rock Bottom” will not be performed in a theatre with a large audience. The 

students have all put in many hours of learning lines, rehearsing the dance items, practising 

their positions on stage and more.  They were so looking forward to showing the audience 

their theatrical flair.  A live-theatre audience is something special as it allows the students to 

perform in front of their loved ones and their peers, but this cannot be achieved this year. The 

many main cast students who have been deprived of the full benefit of their roles, will 

however be able to present in an alternate form. 

 

What matters most is the performance itself and the energy and passion from the performer. 

Hopefully the emotion, enthusiasm, and absolute joy of participating and being involved will 

be recorded electronically.  

 

Of course, this will have to be captured in sections, as students come on-site at different 

times. I can assure you that staff will be doing everything possible to make the performance 

the best we can, recognizing the ongoing health guidelines and restrictions of the time.  

  

  

http://burbujadelenguaje.blogspot.com.es/2015/08/imagenes-para-hablar-el-colegio.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MTLogo1.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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PREP 2022 TRANSITION PLANS ARE UNDERWAY 

 

 

We will adapt our transition activities in line with health directives (COVID-19) as 

advised. Our Prep 2022 transition sessions (if not on-site) will consist of, but not limited to: 

 The Prep teachers conducting an “Information Session on curriculum on the website, 

particularly what would be covered in Term One 2022. You will be advised of the 

date shortly. 

 Prep staff contacting the child’s 2021 kindergarten teacher to discuss transition and 

orientation programmes 

 Creating and sharing social stories  

 Sending videos to share with the Prep 2022 students and their families 

 Meeting remotely with kindergarten staff, other professionals, and families to discuss 

individual children’s needs. 

 Small group Transition sessions will be organised for November 

 Current information will be published on Class Dojo. 

 

 
 

REMINDER 

 As tours are unable to occur at this time, I ask that if you know of any family who might 

be interested in enrolling at Burwood Heights, that you refer them to the school’s 

Virtual Tour which is on the website. This showcases the school and the many features 

that are different to other schools.  

(https://www.burwoodhps.vic.edu.au/page/268/Virtual-Tour) 

 A wonderfully produced and narrated Prep 2021 Curriculum Information section is on 

the website for parents who wish to know more about what a Prep year will be like for 

their child/children, covering what the students will be taught, how this will occur, the 

day-to-day procedures, the expectations and much more. I thank the Prep staff for 

providing this most useful and comprehensive coverage of what happens in the Prep 

section of the school. (https://www.burwoodhps.vic.edu.au/page/264/Prep-2021) 

 It is that time of year when schools are preparing for the following year and student 

numbers are critical to the school’s staffing structure. It is imperative that we have 

knowledge of numbers for staffing and other resources.  

 I would ask you to please complete the required Student Admission Enrolment Form if 

you intend to enrol a new student at Burwood Heights Primary School in 2022. This 

form is available from the main office or on the school’s website. It can be forwarded 

by mail if requested. (https://www.burwoodhps.vic.edu.au/page/55/Enrolments) 

 

https://www.burwoodhps.vic.edu.au/page/268/Virtual-Tour
https://www.burwoodhps.vic.edu.au/page/264/Prep-2021
https://www.burwoodhps.vic.edu.au/page/55/Enrolments
http://www.ciaomaestra.com/search/label/PREGRAFISMO?updated-max=2011-09-21T21:30:00-07:00&max-results=20&start=20&by-date=false
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


May, 20 

 
KIWANIS AWARDS – TERM THREE 

 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 

 

At the final assembly for Term Three, the following awards were presented to the following 

students: 

 

Prep - Isabelle Hocking 

Isabelle is an inquisitive and enthusiastic learner. She takes great pride in her work and 

always welcomes a challenge. Isabelle is kind and caring towards her friends and ensures 

they feel safe and included. She should be very proud of her achievements this year and is 

commended on her continued effort during remote learning. 

 

 

Junior School – Lyra Mallen 

Lyra is an enthusiastic, vibrant, and kind-hearted student. She comes to school each day with 

a beaming smile full of positivity and is an excellent role model to her peers. Lyra works hard 

in class to meet her learning goals and always listens carefully to instructions. She shows 

initiative and has a persistent and dedicated attitude towards learning. Lyra is an inclusive 

friend who always offers help and encouragement to her classmates. She is a responsible and 

respectful student who is always the first to volunteer and support others where she can. Lyra 

is congratulated on her achievements so far at Burwood Heights Primary School. 

 

 

Middle School - Saul Mallen 

Saul is a kind and caring student at Burwood Heights Primary School. He has a contagious 

smile and wonderful sense of humour. Saul is a responsible student, who can be relied upon 

by both staff and students. He completes his work enthusiastically sand appreciates and 

applies feedback when given. Saul takes his role as Library Monitor seriously, and diligently 

goes about his duties daily. Saul is a role model to his peers, always showing kindness to 

everyone around him, and we would like to congratulate him on this award. 

 

 

Senior School - Eddie Forrester 

Eddie is an extremely motivated student who always tries his best in all areas of his 

schooling. He approaches all school activities with enthusiasm and an open mind. Eddie has a 

strong work ethic and always strives to exceed all expectations. He is a friendly and caring 

student who is always looking out for his peers. Eddie enjoys helping those around him. 

Eddie is to be congratulated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Congratulations to the following students who will receive an award at 
assembly on Friday 15th October: 

 

Prep K Beau Ball and Ava Bradac 

Prep M Mackenzie Bellesini and Theodore Li  

Prep S Paddy McAuliffe and Jethro Lee    

1/2D Tina Shi and Jaiden Heenkenda Mudalige 

1/2L Jaden Chen and  Sadheesha Gunasekara  

1/2R Nathan Mander and Justin Li 

1/2S Patrick Li and Neriah Biju  

1/2W Rithwik Nandikonda and Hamish Foster-Ramsay 

3/4A Isabel Luscombe and Zoe Clarke 

3/4M Zerik Maknojia and Iqra Maknojia 

3/4S Jessica Biddle and Alexandra Liouliakis  

3/4W Dean Ball and Lilly  Moret 

5/6B  Stanley Yu and Aaron Lobb 

5/6F Asiya Patel and Sheena Shi 

5/6M Thesanda Rajapaksha and Nathan Yovannidis 

5/6P Mason Smith and Caitlin Van Tonder 

5/6S Lewis Aisbett and Alric Vas 

 



Middle School Students completed a Unit of Inquiry that explores the Transdisciplinary Theme ‘How 
we organise ourselves’. The Central Idea is ‘Indigenous communities are organised to meet the needs 
of their society.’ Students participated in an online incursion to support students to make real-world 
connections with their classroom learning. 

Students were fortunate enough to meet with an Elder named, Uncle Ian Hunter who shared his family 
kinship and history, played the digeridoo, and showed students how fire is created by using natural 
resources as well as shocked us in how to make an antiseptic cream using leaves and water. 

It was a wonderful experience and students greatly enjoyed watching Uncle Ian Hunter show his 
Indigenous tools and materials and share his family history.

Middle School Inquiry
Online Incursion



PREP AND MIDDLE SCHOOL - ONLINE BUDDIES 
 

During Remote Learning, 3/4S and Prep M have met up over WebEx 
to have a buddy session. We know the students are missing the face 
to face interactions, and when we are on-site, meeting up with our 
buddies is a highlight. The Preps love learning and speaking to the 
Grade 3 and 4’s and they enjoy mentoring and having fun with the 
Prep students.  
 
We had loads of fun playing games online and reading books and 
most importantly saying hello to our buddies. We are all hoping we 
can see each other face to face soon; but if not, our online buddy 
sessions will continue!   
 

  
 

 



 
 

   



Homecraft Recipe 

Portuguese-style Custard Tarts 
These flaky, creamy little custard tarts are the perfect morning snack.   

 

Ingredients (Makes approximately 12)    

 1 cup caster sugar 

 ½ cup water 

 ¼ cup cornflour 

 2 cups milk 

 ½ cup thickened cream 

 3 egg yolks, beaten 

 4 sheets puff pastry 

 Freshly ground nutmeg 

 Icing sugar, to serve 

 

Method 

1. Pre-heat the oven to 200 degrees Celsius.  

 

2. Measure out all your ingredients and set aside.  

 

3. To make custard, place sugar and water in a heavy based saucepan over medium heat. 

Cook, stirring, for 3 minutes or until sugar dissolves. Boil without stirring for 3 minutes.  

 

4. Combine the corn flour, milk, and cream, mix well. Add the sugar mixture slowly, whisking 

all the time. Then add the beaten eggs.  

 

5. Pour the mixture back into the saucepan and place over a medium low heat. Cook, stirring 

until the mixture has just come to the boil. Set aside to cool. Carefully place a piece of 

cling wrap on top of the custard surface to prevent a skin from forming.  

 

6. Lightly grease the patty pan moulds/trays. Cut circles of whatever size you prefer from 

the thawed puff pastry. Press gently into the moulds. Spoon custard (so they are a little 

over half full) into the pastry cups and sprinkle with nutmeg.  

 

7. Bake for about 15 minutes until the pastry is golden and puffed. Dust generously with 

icing sugar and return to the oven for 2 minutes. Serve warm or at room temperature.  

 

Enjoy! 


