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WELCOME BACK TO OUR RETURNING FAMILIES AND WELCOME TO OUR NEW         
FAMILIES. 

What a wonderful start we have had to our school year! I congratulate staff, students and parents on the 
extremely successful commencement to 2019. 

 

I welcome all new families to our school community.  

 

The Prep students have settled in “like ducks to water” and their parents have coped very well also. I 
know Ms Whitelaw, Ms Morgan, Mrs Skatharoudis and Ms Dobby are very enthusiastic and excited at 
the prospect of teaching this new group of vibrant and keen students. 

Our youngest school community members (three- and four-year old kindergarten children) have had 
interview sessions this week before they commence their designated times.  

Ms Nicole Blanchard, Ms Laura Dennis, Mrs Karen Sinis, Mrs Anna Sofo-Currenti, Mrs Samantha 
McKnight and Mrs Baleisuva have the responsibility for the care and guidance of our youngest        
community members. 

 

STAFFING FOR 2019 

I welcome Ms Shnider, Ms Macalister and Mr Friggi to Burwood Heights Primary School.  

I believe we will all have a very exciting and extremely successful 2019 school year. 

 

Classes for 2019:- 

Preps   -          Three 

Junior School  - Four 

Middle School  - Five 

Senior School  - Five 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

WELCOME BARBEQUES 

These are such a wonderful way to meet new families and catch up with those you know so please put 
these dates in your diary. 

 
On Monday 4th February, from 5.30 to 6.30pm the first community gathering will occur in our           
wonderful Garden Annex. Our Prep students and their families and friends will enjoy one of many   
memorable times as they get-to-know other parents and their children in such an inviting venue. 

 
Other barbeques will be held on: 

Junior School - Monday 11th February  

Middle School - Monday 18th February 

Senior School - Monday 25th February 

Kindergarten - Monday 4th March                                                   

          

 
INFORMATION NIGHTS 

Parents/guardians are invited to information sessions, where staff will explain the 2019 curriculum that 
will be covered for your child; what is expected from your child and parents and other relevant            
information. 

 
JUNIOR SCHOOL - Tuesday 5th February, 

MIDDLE SCHOOL - Wednesday 6th February 

SENIOR SCHOOL - Thursday 7th February 

 
 

HOUSE ATHLETICS 

The House Athletics (Field and track events) will be held on Wednesday 13th February, at the Bill     
Sewart Athletics Track, Burwood. Middle and Senior School students will represent their particular 
House in the athletics competition. 

Parents are most welcome to attend and join in the fun. The parent/teacher/student relay is a highlight! 

More information to follow. 



FACILITIES WORK UNDERTAKEN DURING THE BREAK 

 

How wonderful to now have a multi-purpose cover installed over  our  existing basketball court!     
Despite the days of heat, the work was completed in a timely manner. The basketball area can now be 
utilized all year round and will provide shelter for the students from rain and sun. Junior School           
assemblies will be able to be conducted here and it will provide a wonderful additional area for students 
attending the After School Care programme.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All work required in the two-modular classroom had been completed and will be the home to a very 
excited class of Middle School students. They are thrilled with their new environment, which has been 
fitted out with all new classroom necessities. 

 

Repair work was completed in all rooms, new cupboards, display boards and secur ity gate          
installed, and much maintenance work undertaken around the school. 

 

Many hours have been spent preparing the grounds for the start of the school, from planting, pruning, 
clearing rubbish, building new animal enclosures and much more. 

It has been delightful to return to school with everything in working order and well maintained.   

 

I thank staff for their hours of preparation during the break, and in particular, special thanks to 
Mrs Bell, Mrs Mason and Mr Morrow for the considerable hours spent having everything            
prepared for the 2019 school year. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

 

I thank our community members who participated in the “Shop for Your School” October campaign 
at Forest Hill Chase and we were announced as the Fourth Place Winners, with the prize being 
$1,000. This was achieved by our parents and others registering their points to support their local 
school and community. This programme will run again in 2019. 



2019 SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

AND CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

An election is to be conducted for members of the Burwood Heights Primary School Council for 2019. 

There are six vacancies on School Council for four  (3) parent members; one (1) Community Member 
and two (2) Department of Education and Training (DET) members. 

Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be signed by 4.00pm 8th February 2019. 
If a ballot is required this will close on Friday 22nd February 2019. 

 

There are three possible categories of membership. 

A mandated elected parent category. More than one third of the elected members must be from this    
category. DET employees can be parent members of their school. 

A mandated elected DET employee category. Members of this category may make up no more than one 
third of the total membership of school council. The principal is automatically one of these members. 

An optional community category. Its members are co-opted by decision of the council for their special 
skills, interests and experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be community members. 

Where the number of nominations equals the number of vacancies in any one membership category, 
there will be no need to go to ballot. If the number of nominations exceeds the number of vacancies, a 
ballot is required. 

 

 

 

Council members who have completed two years on Council may stand for re-election for the next two 
years. 

Membership Category Term of Office Number of Positions 

Parent Member From the after the date of the declaration of the 
poll in 2019 to and inclusive of the date of the 

Three 

Community Member From the after the date of the declaration of the 
poll in 2019 to and inclusive of the date of the 

One 

DET Member From the after the date of the declaration of the 
poll in 2019 to and inclusive of the date of the 

Two 

Event Date 

Notice of election and call for nominations Thursday, 31st January 2019 

Closing date for nominations Friday, 8th February 2019, at 4.00pm. 

Date by which the list of candidates and Tuesday, 12th  February 2019 

Date by which ballot papers will be pre- On or before Monday 8th February 2019 

Close of ballot Friday 22nd  February 2019 

Vote count Monday 25th February 2019 

  
Declaration of poll Wednesday 27th February 2019 

Announced in newsletter Thursday 28th February 2019 

Council Meeting 

  

Monday 25th  March 2019 



PRESENTATION OF BADGES TO SCHOOL LEADERS 

 
On Friday 8th February the school leaders for  2019 will be presented with their  school badges at 
assembly Parents, relatives and friends are most welcome to attend. Assembly will commence at 
2.40pm. 

CHILD SAFE POLICY 

The Victorian Parliamentary inquiry into the Handling of Child Abuse by Religious and other Non-
Government organisations found that more must be done to prevent and respond to child abuse. 

In response to this finding, the Victorian Government made a number of important changes to ensure 
children’s safety. These changes included the introduction of child safe standards for all organisations 
that work with children, including schools and a policy reflecting this. Please find attached our school’s 
policy.  

 

PRIMARY SCHOOL NURSING PROGRAMME 2019 

 
The visiting primary school nurses from the Department of Education and Training will be 
attending the school on during February to conduct the Prep Health Assessments and to see 
other children as requested by parents or teachers (with parents’ consent).  

The purpose of the visit is to provide all Victorian children with the opportunity to have a 
health assessment; to link children and school communities to services available in the community; and 
to provide information and advice that promotes health and well-being. 

Parents are invited to visit or telephone the visiting primary school nurse if there are any general child 
health issues they wish to discuss. The contact number for the Primary School Nursing Programme is 
8392 9300.   

Parents of students (other than Prep students) that wish their child to be seen by the school nurse need to 
complete a Referral form that is available at the school office.  

PERSONAL ITEMS BROUGHT TO SCHOOL 

 
Private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is NOT insured and the Department does 
not accept any responsibility for any loss or damage. This can include mobile phones, calculators, sport-
ing equipment and applies to cars parked on school property. As the Department does not hold insur-
ance for personal property brought to schools and has no capacity for any loss or damage to such prop-
erty, students, staff and visitors are discouraged from bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable 
items to school. 

PARKING RESTRICTIONS 

 
FOR NEW PARENTS IN PARTICULAR 

The provision of school crossings is an important service in providing a safe environ-
ment for our students. 

To support the school crossing supervisors and to improve pedestrian safety outside our 
school, a number of parking restrictions are in place, including “No Stopping” areas. The 

“No Stopping“ areas are in place to improve sight lines for motorists and school crossing supervisors to 
maximise the crossing’s exposure and safety of pedestrians. 

Please be aware that you must park legally at all times. We have been advised that authorised officers 
will be patrolling school crossings throughout the year. 



 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM 

 

      Second Hand Uniform.  If anyone has donations, please drop them to the Uniform Shop on a 
Thursday or to the Office at any time (bin under the Reception counter). 

 

      Second Hand Uniform Sale – Thursday 7th February from 2:00pm – 
3:30pm on the decking between the Junior and Senior buildings.  First in, 
best dressed!  No pre-orders taken.  School Bags, School Jackets and 
School Shoes $5.00.  All other items $2.00. 

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers Induction sessions.   

      As all volunteers have to undertake an induction program, the following times are offered. 
These  sessions will be held in the E.Wood Centre multipurpose room (where the Uniform 
Shop is).  Bring your Working With Children’s card if you have one. 

Wednesday 6th February        3.00pm – 3:30pm 

Friday 8th February                  9.00am – 9:30am  

 

If you are unable to attend other arrangements can be made at a time suitable for you. 

 

      Icy Poles will be sold on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays starting this Friday.  $1 
each.  Sold from E.Wood Centre (side window) 

 

 


